SURS Board of Trustees
2024 Election Candidates

1901 Fox Drive - Champaign, IL 61820 WWW.Surs.org

Dear SURS Member,

Enclosed you will find your official ballot and election materials for the 2024 SURS Board of
Trustees’ election. This mailing should contain the following: a preprinted ballot and voting
instructions, candidate biographies and a preprinted postage paid return envelope.

This election is being conducted for SURS by YesElections to ensure that your vote is
confidential. If you do not receive all of the election materials or need a replacement ballot,
email Help+SURS@yeselections.com or call 866-384-9978.

In order to ensure your vote is counted, please note the following:
¢ You may vote by paper ballot, phone, or online. Detailed instructions are included.
¢ Ballots must be received by YesElections on or before May 1, 2024.
¢ You may vote for two candidates.

e All ballots must be mailed to YesElections. You cannot mail or hand-deliver ballots
directly to SURS.

This is an important election. Please take the time to learn about each candidate and vote.
These elected trustees will be your voice on the SURS board.

Sincerely,

e 7 7

Suzanne Mayer
SURS Executive Director

The candidates submitted the following biographies which were reproduced as a service to
SURS members. Each candidate is responsible for the accuracy of the information contained in
his or her biography. SURS shall not be liable for any errors, omissions or other discrepancies
contained therein. The views contained in the biographies are not necessarily those of SURS.
SURS disclaims any and all liability for any loss or damage allegedly resulting from detrimental
reliance on the information contained in these biographies or for any improper or incorrect use
of the information contained in the said biographies.

The biographies are listed in alphabetical order. SURS does not endorse any one candidate
over another. SURS does not provide any recommendation or advice on how members should
vote. The content in these biographies should not be construed as an endorsement of any
political or administrative position by SURS or its board of trustees.



ACTIVE-MEMBER TRUSTEE CANDIDATES, SIX-YEAR
TERM

7y & , ' Randall Miller

Candidate Statement

My name is Randall (Randy) Miller, and | am running for a six-year
. term on the SURS Board of Trustees.

SURS pensions are a promise made to state higher education
employees. | want to serve on the Board to ensure that promises
will be kept to our most vulnerable members, including the adjunct
professors who make up a growing share of university faculty. As
an adjunct professor myself, | will be a voice for that population,
and an advocate for fair fiscal policies that recognize the changing
reality of higher education for all workers.

| have taught at City Colleges of Chicago since 2012, and for the past five years, | have served
as president of City Colleges Contingent Labor Organizing Committee. As a member of the
Board, | will continue to stand up for the dignity of higher ed workers so that all employees can
retire with fair and secure benefits.

Antonio Vasquez
Candidate Statement

Antonio Vasquez is a professor of economics at Wilbur Wright
College and served as chair of the Business Department. He
previously served as a lecturer at Harold Washington College, the
University of lllinois-Chicago (UIC) and Northeastern lllinois
University (NEIU).

Vasquez previously served as an appointed and elected Trustee
from June 2008 through June 2021 and rejoined the Board in
December 2022 after the unfortunate death of Trustee Weisbenner.

Vasquez is a member of Wright’'s Accessibility Planning team
following up work he began years ago with El Valor, a non-profit organization in the Hispanic
community of Chicago serving adults and children with disabilities, as well as with the Center for
Capacity Building on Minorities with Disabilities Research at UIC.

Vasquez received his B.A. from DePaul University and his M.A. from UIC. He serves on the

executive committee of Local 1600 Cook County College Teachers Union, and the academic
affairs curriculum committee at Wright College.
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Collin Van Meter
Candidate Statement

Collin A. Van Meter has been a member of Southern lllinois
University Edwardsville’s Information

Technology Services Unit since 2011 and just recently transitioned
into a new position with Technology Services at The University of
lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.

During his time at SIUE, he has worked closely with faculty, staff,
and students assisting with the implementation and utilization of
educational technology across the University. Collin has worked in
the Information Technology field for the last 19 years and has
earned a Bachelor of Science in Political Science from lllinois College and a Master of Science
in Computer Management and Information Systems from Southern lllinois University
Edwardsville. Collin remained involved at SIUE by serving on the University Staff Senate as a
Senator representing Civil Service Open Range employees and believes strongly in shared
governance and representation.

As a trustee on the SURS board since 2018, Collin has worked to secure the pension benefits
for active state employees and current annuitants. He has advocated for new technologies and
additional staffing at SURS that will make certain the organization is well placed to more
efficiently serve its members. As an elected trustee and Vice Chair to the board, he has been an
active and engaged representative for SURS members, working closely with fellow trustees and
SURS staff to assure member interests are translated to effectual policy decisions.

Collin is committed to ensuring proper state funding and suitable investments that will safeguard
the system now and into the future.



